The evolution of urban society has been motivated by the forces of a free economy and supported by growthoriented public policies that traditionally overlook the collective consequences of unfettered growth. When cities were small and social change proceeded slowly, problems fostered by growth were infrequent and often ignorable. But An examination of the key issues is clearly an important step along the route to building a more viable urban society. The symposium "Industrial Approaches to Urban Problems" (28 December 1970) will explore, during the AAAS Annual Meeting, the human and technical problems a city faces in the pursuit of improved urban housing, solid waste management, education, and transportation.
The housing panel will be concerned with both hardware technology and the institutional and regulatory structure under which housing is produced, financed, marketed, managed, and maintained. It will consider the limitations imposed by regulations at various levels of government, by industry, by labor, and by the effect of human behavioral patterns. The panel will consider the actions necessary to encourage a more effective private enterprise approach to the development and maintenance of the housing stock required to satisfy the needs of our growing population.
This requires an identification of those factors that have kept us from reaching the goals set by the Housing Acts and to define means of modifying or overcoming those factors.
The panel on solid waste management will examine innovations in materials handling, processing, recycling, and disposal aspects of solid waste management and will highlight areas of high potential for contribution by industry. The latter will include the design, construction, and operation of solid waste facilities under performance specifications; the functional design of consumer goods, including both products and their packages, to minimize their impact on the environment; the careful evaluation of long-term environmental costs and public reaction to new products before making large capital expenditures; the adoption of improved manufacturing methods which maximize the utilization of secondary materials; and the strict application of good housekeeping leading-to the elimination of both chronic and acute pollution.
The education panel will cover three important aspects of educational evolution: school accountability, instructional innovations and materials, and labor relations. School accountability will include performance contracting, assessing student achievements, institutional productivity, and voucher systems. 
